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with  Mickey  Dalrymple,  Fairview 


committee.  Other  committee  members  included  Charles  Wallace  (Copiah),  John  Temple 
(Lauderdale),  Joe  Abel  (Leake),  Jamie  Holden  (Metro),  Ray  Spence  (Neshoba),  Allen 
Stephens  and  Diane  Thompson  (Rankin),  Gary  Wyatt  (Scott),  Johnny  Sykes  (Simpson), 
ana  Kevin  Hurt  (Warren /Yazoo). 

E  The  conference  attracted  784  participants  and  faculty. 


Dalrymple 


r  the 
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Vietnam  communists  hit  Christians  hard 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  organizing  a  house  church,  and 
Government-perpetrated  vio-  others  have  been  arrested  in 
lence  against  a  Catholic  village  connection  with  house  church- 
in  Vietnam  has  highlighted  a  es.  Smith  said, 
series  of  human  rights  abuses  in  "The  arrests  were  accompa- 
the  communist  natron,  and  three  rued  by  beatings  and  texture  by 
US.  congressmen  are  calling  on  electroshock  devices,”  die  con- 
the  United  Nations  to  intervene,  gressman  said.  "We  must  not  for- 
"A  few  months  ago  during  get  the  sufferings  of  Khmer  Krom 
a  religious  funeral  procession,  Buddhists,  Cao  Dai  Hoa  Hao, 

Vietnamese  authorities  and  the  Unified  Buddhist  Church  of  session  to  address 
riot  police  disrupted  that  sad  Vietnam  and  others.  The  sad  real-  murders  and  syste 
and  solemn  occasion,  shooting  ity  is  that  the  Vietnamese 
tear  gas  and  rubber  bullets  ment  persecutes  any  r 
into  the  crowd,  beating  l  .  '  ' 

mourners  with  batons  and  government  control." 

electric  rods,"  Rep.  Chris  The  violence  in  the  80-year-  Con  Dau  had 
Smith,  R.-N.J.,  said  at  a  hear-  old  Catholic  village  of  Con  Dau  ordered,  some 
ing  of  the  Tom  Lantos  Human  in  central  Vietnam  reportedly  to  leave  their 
Rights  Commission  in  August,  stemmed  from  a  government  church,  oentu 

^More  than  100  were  directive  for  residents  to  aban-  . . 

injured,  dozens  were  arrested,  don  the  village  to  make  way  for 
and  several  remain  in  custody  the  construction  of  a  resort, 
and  have  reportedly  been  International  Christian 
severely  beaten  and  tortured.  Concern,  a  Washington-based 
At  least  two  innocent  people  watchdog  group,  reported  that 
have  been  murdered 
Vietnamese 
"The  Con 
said,  "is  unfc 


Smith, 


with  Rep.  eminent  Vietnamese  position, 

and  Frank  that's  different,  but  local  gov- 

Wolf,  R.-Va.,  introduced  a  eminent  officials  do  not  take 

House  resolution  in  July  calling  kindly  to  Christians  and  never 

for  the  United  Nations  to  have.  We  have  documented 

appoint  a  special  investigator  to  many  cases  ofgovemment  offi- 

probe  "ongoing  and  serious  dais  saying  Christianity  is  the 

human  rights  violations  in  enemy.  So  here  it's  mixed 

Vietnam."  m  August,  the  Lanto6  motives  as  best  we  can  figure 

Commission  met  in  emergency  out,"  Maurer  said. 

wanted  to  build  a 
_  ire,  and  they  could 

ment  of  Catholics  in  Con  Dau."  have  picked  a  different  vil- 
.  ,  „  "The  Vietnamese  government  lage  but  they  chose  the  one  on 

group  that  does  not  submit  to  justifies  this  violence,  torture  and  purpose  that  was  Catholic 

- , — —a  J  »  murder  because  the  villagers  of  because  it  represents  multiple 

~  previously  been  minorities  —  minority  reli- 

nrough  coercion,  gion,  minority  also  in  terms  of 
village,  property,  people  that  can't  fight  back.  If 
y-ola  cemetery,  they  go  seek  government 
heritage,  and  to  help,  the  government  is  not 
compensation  in  going  to  help  them." 
way  for  a  new  A  Christian  volunteer  who 
Smith  said  at  the  has  visited  Vietnam  five  times 
ng,  however,  not  in  the  past  decade  told  Baptist 
w  ntal  orders,  grant  Press  the  Con  Dau  incident 

_  ^  ^  - _ ^  license  for  government-sane-  illustrates  the  way  the 

Smith  said,  refused  to  leave,  water  irriga-  boned  murder  and  other  human  Vietnamese  government 
jedy,"  Smith  tion  was  shut  off  to  their  nice  rights  abuses."  responds  to  any  kind  of  dissent, 

y  not  an  iso-  fields,  stopping  the  main  The  US.  Department  of  State  Tn  our  country,  and  in  mod- 

lated  inddent."  Property  dis-  source  of  income  and  food.  declined  to  testify  before  the  em  democracies,  mere  are  meth- 
putes  between  the  government  In  May,  police  attacked  the  Lant06  Commission,  and  the  ods  for  resolving  disputes  with 
and  the  Catholic  church  continue  funeral  procession,  beating  US.  ambassador  to  Vietnam  the  government,  taking  them  to 
to  lead  to  harassment,  property  more  than  60  people,  including  characterized  the  Con  Dau  ind-  court,  trying  to  work  through 
destruction  and  violence,"  Smith  a  pregnant  woman  who  was  dent  as  a  land  dispute  and  the  mediation  process,"  the  vol- 
said,  referring  to  a  report  by  the  struck  in  the  stomach  until  she  refused  to  get  involved.  unteer,  who  did  not  want  to  be 

US.  Commission  on  had  a  miscarriage,  ICC  said.  Logan  Maurer,  a  spokesman  identified,  said.  'In  Vietnam 

International  Religious  Freedom.  One  of  the  funeral  pieces-  for  International  Christian  there  is  no  such  thing.  It  is  the 
"In  recent  years,  the  sion  leaders  later  was  confront-  Concern,  told  BP  he  has  publi-  government's  will  or  there  will 

Vietnamese  government  has  ed  by  police  in  his  home,  where  dzed  about  10  different  incidents  be  violence." 

stepped  up  its  persecution  of  they'  beat  him  for  about  four  of  persecution  in  Vietnam  during  Vietnam's  constitution 

CatmXle  "t>eWeeers,»*tnrtW«>r.hig  hours  and  dun-nhmd  him.  the  past  few  months.  includes  a  provision  for  reti- 

churches,  dismantling  crucifixes  He  died  the  next  day,  ICC  said.  "In  some  cases,  especially  in  gious  liberty,  but  the  volunteer 
and  wreaking^ havoc  on  peaceful  Eight  people  remain  in  police  Southeast  Asia,  religious  perse-  said  that  only  goes  as  for  as  the 

’*“  '  *  cation  becomes  a  gray  area.  We  communal  will  of  the  people, 

also  work  extensively  in  which  is  monopolized  oy  the 
Burma,  where  often  there  are  Communist  Party, 
mixed  motives  for  why  a  par-  "So  when  the  Communist 
ticular  village  is  attacked,"  Party  says  you  can't  build  a 
Maurer  saidT  "Is  it  because  church  there  or  you  can't  wor- 
they're  Christian?  Well,  partial-  ship  this  way,  those  who  say, 
ly.  Is  it  because  they're  an  eth-  'Well,  I  have  religious  free- 
nic  minority?  Partially.  dom,'  are  essentially  trumped 

"I  think  the  same  thing  hap-  by  the  constitution  that  says 
pens  in  Vietnam  where  you  have  its  the  will  of  the  people,  not 
a  whole  village  that's  Catholic  individual  liberty  that's 
One  hundred  percent  of  it  was  important"  the  volunteer  said. 
Catholic"  he  said  of  Con  Dau.  The  government  in 

Maurer  explained  that  local  Vietnam  has  made  efforts 
government  officials  in  during  the  past  15  years  to 
Vietnam  generally  align  open  up  the  country  to  eco- 
Christianity  with  the  western  nomic  development,  and  with 
world  and  democracy,  which  is  that  has  come  an  influx  of 
still  seen  as  an  enemy  in  some  western  values  and  a  lot 
Vietnam  on  a  local  level.  of  Christians  doing  work 

"As  far  as  the  official  gov-  there,  the  volunteer  said. 
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Report  questioned 

ISLAMABAD,  Pakistan  (BP) —A  report 
workers  being  killed  bv  the  Taliban  in  Paki: 
firmed  and  could  be  false.  Compass  Direct 
the  aid  workers  —  supposedly  in  the  coui 
relief  —  were  killed  after  their  vehicle  wi 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  av 
sins  and  freedom  from  elamd 
death.  (I  repent.) 

X I  believe  Jesus  died  and  amr 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  maf 
sins  and  to  restore  my  n9n- 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jeans 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  9m 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lav¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  9 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"  But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  vie  right  to  became 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  aim 
believe  in  fits  name. "  (John  1:121 

If  you  make  a  decision  far 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


District  Coordination  Officer  Atif-ur-Rehman,  who  daimed  the 
bodies  were  recovered  Aug.  25.  The  organization  that  employed 
the  workers  requested  that  the  organization's  name  and  the 
workers'  names  be  withheld.  Compass  reported,  "for  security 
reasons."  Compass  said  the  military  sources  "who  withheld 
news  of  the  deaths  from  electronic  and  print  media  to  avoid  pan¬ 
icking  other  relief  workers  granted  permission  to  Compass  to 
publish  it  in  limited  form."  BosNewsLife,  another  news  service 
mat  reports  on  Christian  persecution,  also  ran  a  story  quoting 
Rehman  as  saying  three  workers  were  killed.  The  US  embassy 
in  Pakistan  is  denying  it  has  received  any  bodies,  and  the 
Pakistani  government  and  army  also  have  not  confirmed  the 
report,  CNSNews.com  reported  Sept  2.  "To  be  dear;  the  US. 
Embassy  in  Islamabad  has  not  been  notified  of  the  kidnapping 
or  murder  of  any  American  citizens,  including  relief  workers, 
US.  Embassy  spokesman  Richard  Snelsire  told  CNSNews  in  an 
e-mail.  Compass  quotes  Rizwan  Paul,  president  of  the  advocacy 
organization  Life  tor  All,  as  saying  the  bodies  had  been  sent  to 
Islamabad  "under  the  supervision  of  the  Pakistan  Army."  Paul 
stood  by  the  story.  "Pakistan  military  and  other  sources  are  try¬ 
ing  their  best  to  stop  the  news  from  getting  out"  Paul  told 


Owen  Cooper,  Yazoo  City,  is  one  of  the  group  of  the  nation's  out¬ 
standing  financial  leaders  who  will  serve  on  the  newly  created  Church 
Loans  Advisory  Committee  at  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
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Soylent  Green  is  the  name  of  a  bleak 
1973  science  fiction  movie  set  in  the 
dystopian  world  of  2020,  where  human 
overpopulation  and  depletion  of  the 
earth's  natural  resources  nave  resulted  in 
a  world  of  hunger  and  desperation.  ■ 

A  jaded  police  detective  named  Thom  - 
(portrayed  by  Charlton  Heston)  is  j 
assigned  to  investigate  the  gruesome  mur-  j 
der  of  the  head  of  Soylent  Corporation, 
which  manufactures  synthetic 
food  sold  as  Soylent  Yellow,  ; 
Soylent  Red,  and  —  its  newest 
product  —  Soylent  Green.  Since 
the  human  horde  has  stripped 
tfie  planet  of  all  sources  of  food,  ‘v 
the  boy  lent  products  are  the  only 
items  left  to  eat 

The  movie  follows  Detective 
Thom's  murder  investigation  and 
ultimately  turns  on  his  horrific 
discovery  that  humans  are  being 
turned  into  Soylent  Green  wafers 
and  then  fed  to  the  remaining 
populace.  "Soylent  Green  is  peo- 
m  H.  pier  Thom  screams  in  the  memo 
|r  rable  final  line  of  the  movie. 

*  '  Like  many  works  of  science 

W  fiction,  Soylent  Green  is  dis¬ 

turbingly  prescient  For  example, 
in  the  movie  there  are  euthanasia  centers 


•IM  OTHER  WORDS. 
StHHEBS.  BRUNT/ 


involuntary  euthanasia. 


including 


The  real  grabber  in  the  movie,  though,  is 
the  thought  of  humans  consuming  other 
humans  for  their  benefit.  If  the  moviegoers 
of  1973  have  lived  long  enough,  they  nave 
seen  this  unthinkable  idea  come  to  pass. 

An  Associated  Press  article  exposed  the 
alleged  use  in  Russian  beauty  salons  of 
embryonic  stem  cells  from  aborted  babies 
for  everything  from  cellulite  reduction  to 
younger-lookmg  skin.  There  has  been  no 
shortage  of  customers  at  the  salons  who 
apparently  have  no  qualms  about  consum¬ 
ing  other  humans  for  cosmetic  reasons. 

Some  time  ago,  the  ABC  television 
network  newsmagazine  20/20  broadcast 
a  segment  on  Opening  Lines,  a  company 
run  Dy  physician  Miles  Jones.  Opening 
Lines  specializes  in  dissecting  aborted 
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'For  God  sees  not  as  man  see.  for  - 

“SSUS'rS'Er?  Guest  Opinion: 

Samuel  16:7 


A  t  a  local  store  when  >  we 
/A  *hop.  a  heaiing- 
JL  X  impaired  person  h  orks 
each  day  in  the  health  and 
beauty  products  section.  She 
does  a  great  Job,  is  very  orga¬ 
nized,  and  is  able  to  help  cus¬ 
tomers  using  a  small  pac1  and 
a  pen.  At  a  sandwich  shop  we 
both  enjoy,  a  server  w  ith  a 
mental  disability  often  busses 
our  table. 

Sadly,  the  world  is  far  ahead 
of  the  church  when  incorporat¬ 
ing,  using,  and  affirming  peo¬ 
ple  with  disabilities. 

How  in  the  world  can  God 
use  someone  who  is  disabled 
to  help  others  in  the  church? 
Why  do  we  need  volunteers 
like  that?  The  list  continues 
with  endless  questions  when 
incorporating  individuals  with 
disability  in  Christian  ministry. 

How  do  we  help  people  with 
disabilities  to  realize  their  poten¬ 
tial  for  serving  the  Lord?  First, 
help  them  to  understand  that  all 
people  are  unique  and  perfect  in 
Goa's  sight.  Psalm  139:13  tells  us 
that  we  are  wonderfully  and 
marvelously  made.  Secondly, 
remind  them  of  God's  gifts 
given  to  every  believer  to  build 
up  and  support  the  church.  The 
list  of  gifts  m  1  Corinthians  and 


Time  to  catch  up 
with  the  world 


By  Beth  S.  Bowman  &  George  Anna  Meadows 
Brandon 


Meadows  (left)  and  Bowman 


Third,  provide  volunteer 
opportunities  that  fit  the  abili¬ 
ties  of  the  individuals  who  are 
volunteering.  Here  are  some 
practical  guidelines  when 
incorporating  a  volunteer  with 
disabilities  in  ministry: 

- 


•  Ask.  Question.  Know. 
"Don't  be  a  (said  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions  about  ETperson's  disabili¬ 
ty.  We  aren't  any  different  than 
anyone  else/  encourages 
George  Anna.  "At  some  time 
or  another  most  everyone  is 
shy  about  opening  up  to  oth¬ 
ers.  It  doesn’t  mean  you  don't 
want  to  share,  but  someone 
has  to  go  first  so  don't  be 
afraid  to  walk  across  the  room 
and  start  the  conversation  and 
leave  the  rest  to  God. 

•  Place  people  with  dis¬ 
abilities  with  non-disabled 
volunteers.  We  would  like 
church  staff  and  leadership  to 
know  everyone's  specific 


challenges  and  strengths  so 
that  we  can  be  matched  for 
the  best  volunteer  opportuni¬ 
ty.  This  gives  the  able-bodied 
and  disabled  persons  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  get  to  know  each 
other  and  build  community 
while  serving  together. 

•  Environment/Resources. 
Be  sure  to  provide  an  environ¬ 
ment  and  resources  that  match 
the  needs  of  all  volunteers. 
Handicapped  accessible 
entrances  into  the  church  are  a 
great  way  to  show  the  world 
our  church  cares.  If  it  were  a 
struggle  to  get  from  the  vehi¬ 
cle  to  the  sanctuary  how  likely 
would  someone  be  eager  to  do 


babies  to  recover  fetal  body  parts  for 
profit.  The  company  even  has  an  order 
sheet,  on  which  various  "fresh"  baby 
organs  such  as  brain  matter,  nerve  tis¬ 
sue,  kidneys,  livers,  and  limbs  are 
offered  to  researchers.  Working  directly 
at  abortion  clinics,  company  employees 
immediately  remove  the  Daby's  body 
parts  and  ship  the  parts  across  the 
world  via  overnight  express. 

Jones  bragged  in  a  secretly-taped  ses¬ 
sion  with  a  20/20  producer  posing  as  an 
investor  that  he  collected  about  $2,500  per 
aborted  baby,  and  planned  on  expanding 
into  Mexico  and  Canada  to  increase  his 
supply  of  body  parts.  "If  you  control  the 
flow,  it's  probably  the  equivalent  of  the 
invention  of  the  assembly  line,"  he  said  on 
tape.  "It's  market  forces/  he  went  on  to  say. 
"It’s  what  you  can  sell  it  for." 

"It’s  the  inevitable  logical  progression  of 
a  society  that  like  Darwin,  believes  we 
came  from  nothing,"  notes  Gene  Rudd,  an 
obstetrician  and  member  of  the  Christian 
Medical  and  Dental  Society's  Bioethics 
Commission,  in  an  October  23, 1999  article 
by  Lynn  Vincent  in  World  Magazine. 

"when  we  fail  to  see  life  as  sacred  and 
ordained  by  God  as  unique,  this  is  the  rea¬ 
sonable  conclusion...  taking  whatever's 
available  to  gratify  our  own  self-interests 
and  taking  the  weakest  of  the  species, first., 
like  jackals.  This  is  the  inevitable  slide 
down  the  sHppery  slope,”  he  said. 

Soylent  Green,  meet  the  world  of  today. 


-  this  regularly.  Restrooms  that 

i  are  accessible  by  wheelchair, 
large  print  teacher  guides,  or 
different  sized  podiums  or 
;  teacher  desks  are  three  things 
i  that  may  be  needed. 

•  Develop  clear  aiinuLry 

tasks  and  required  skills 
with  each  opportunity.  Be 
_  sure  to  have  well  written 

information  for  potential  vol¬ 
unteers  and  participants  to 
read  and  study  when  consid¬ 
ering  involvement  options. 
This  places  everyone  in  a 
position  to  respond  to  God's 
direction  with  a  best  fit  for 
their  abilities.  For  example,  if 
a  mission  opportunity 
requires  a  physical  skill  suen 
as  using  a  hammer,  include 
that  information  as  you  con¬ 
sider  people  with  disabilities 
in  service. 


As  Christians,  we  place  a 
high  value  on  the  love  of  Jesus 
for  everyone.  This  tremen¬ 
dous  love  was  recently 
demonstrated  in  our  congre¬ 
gation  as  George  Anna 
opened  the  door  of  her 
Sunday  school  classroom  to  a 
beautiful,  curly-  haired,  blue¬ 
eyed  wheelchair-bound  girl 
named  Chloe.  No  amount  of 
Sunday  school  lessons  on 
God's  love  or  Bible  verses 
could  take  the  place  of  George 
Anna,  in  her  wheelchair,  arms 
wide  open,  wheels-a-spinning 
and  welcoming  her  to  come  in 
and  hear  about  our  Savior. 

Let's  look  beyond  the  disabili 
ties  and  see  die  possibilities! 

Bowman  is  minister  of  connec¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Brandon. 
Meadows  is  a  volunteer  for  the 
special  needs  ministry  at  First 
Church,  Brandon. 


-  September  9,  2010 


How  should  we 
as  Baptists  regard 
the  growing  popu¬ 
larity  of  Mixed 
Martial  Arts 
(MMA)  and  the 
Ultimate  Fighting 
Championship 
(UFC)?  Simply  put 


Psalm  115  says,  hat  and  fertiale  objectification  that  reflects  of  violence.  The  Father  sacrificing  the  abuse  and  othei 

he  LORD  exam-  GlOU  our  culture's  growing  desensitization  to  Son  is  redemptive,  like  sacrificing  one-  MMA  market  v 

ss  the  righteous  the  inherent  value  of  human  life.  self  in  defense  of  same  innocent  person  UPC  branded  do 

d  the  wicked.  He  hates  the  lover  of  Sadly,  some  evangelical  churches  are  or  one's  country.  In  contrast  caged  Aiwther  sign 
olence."  This  is  a  hard  verse  for  at  least  embracing  the  violence  of  MMA  and  fighting  is  violence  for  the  sake  of  vio-  culture  ts  that  wr 
o  reasons.  First  it  does  not  say  that  UFC.  One  Florida  church  used  an  octa-  lence  and  profit  and  as  a  vehicle  for  hist  UFC  and  MMA  * 
xi  simply  hater  violence  but  rather,  gon  stage  design.  I  can't  imagine  a  church  In  Genesis  6.13,  God  announces  His  Early  Chris! 
at  God  nates  those  who  love  violence,  using  a  bar  as  a  stage  design,  but  appar-  plan  to  destroy  all  flesh  'because  the  violent  persec 
cond,  it  confronts  our  culture's  lust  for  erttiy  while  it s  wrong  to  imbibe  alcohol,  earth  is  filled  with  violence.'  into  Roman 

jlence,  a  lust  which  many  Christians  it's  OK  to  imbibe  violence.  Same  things,  such  as  the  love  of  vio-  amusement  of  i 

Julgg  rather  than  reject  Canyon  Creek  Church  in  Lynwood,  lence.  Christians  simply  cannot  redeem  sand  years  late 

UR!  and  MMA  comprise  a  lucrative  Wa,  even  held  a  church  event  for  UFC  100,  No  doubt  Christian  MMA  and  now  in  the  star 

anstream  business  of  entertainment  vio-  where  for  only  $10  a  person  you  could  UFC  fans  would  argue  that  their  porting  the  k 
Gate  revenue  for  UFC  fights  in  2007  watch  the  fights  five  on  pay-per-view,  sport  leads  to  evangelistic  opportu-  Christians  mu: 
taled  $25  million  and  $200  million  for  Pastor  Brandon  Beals  is  referred  to  on  the  nities.  This  same  argument  is  made  or  association 
y-per-view.  An  international  phenome-  church's  website  as  'the  fight  pastor'  and  by  those  who  drink  alcohol  at  bars:  ment  violence 
n,  one  UFC  fight  in  Dublin  sold  all  is  Quoted  as  calling  it  "very  tan-friendly.''  You  get  the  chance  to  witness.  We  must  not 

,000  seats  in  two  weeks.  Does  he  think  it  conflicts  with  Christians  are  not  pragmatists,  even  fence  or  choc* 

Surprisingly,  an  estimated  one-third  Scripture?  *lf  it  was  still  no-holds  barred,  if  when  it  oomes  to  evangelism.  God-hxw-  (Proverbs  351 ). 
fans  are  female.  UFC  and  MMA  it  was  underground  or  illegal  then  yes.  mg  evangelism  doesn't  adopt  methods  or  Have  we  forge 
[hters  have  been  featured  on  main-  But  this  is  legal  and  sanctioned  It's  got  practices  that  compromise  holiness.  Noble  Blessed  are  the  pi 


One  of  those  issues  was  the  forced 

relocation  of  pig  farms.  Repelled  bv  the  [  ^ ,  1 

stench,  some  villagers  believed  the  am- 

mals  were  unsanitary  and  waived  them  ,\  2' 

out  Patenaude  seized  the  opportumtv  ^  ’  <wgPj||  . '' ' I 

with  an  inventive,  yet  little  known  .  _  : vS.” 

solution:  Make  the  pigs  not  stink.  r~~'  Sg^  *’  '  * 

Developed  in  South  Korea,  the  method 
—  Korean  Natural  Farming  —  involves 

raising  pip  on  deep  organic  bedding  J 

filled  with  local  microorganisms  that  l-j  j  f  1 

rapidly  break  down  the  pigs'  droppings.  j  ^  X  Mh  I 

“It  fust  eliminates  the  smell  associated  I  ^ 

with  raising  animals  in  captivity,"  ... 

Patenaude  said.  "That  was  amazing’ to 

me,  because  it  worked  Who  would  have  -  S  V  c  J 

ever  thought  that  pigs  don't  stink7"  -  j  4  x,  I 

The  Thai  government  provided  ^  fc  I 

money  for  10  people  from  the  commum-  *  *  ...  ’’  *x.  I 

tv  to  go  with  Patenaude  to  a  training  '  ? 

when  thev  leamevi  to  implc  b  f*.-  f 

ment  the  method.  "1  was  very  well 
received,  and  everybody  came  to  know 

me  as  the  stink-free  pig  guy,"  he  said.  ODORLESS  PIGS?  —  A  Thai  farmer  (second  from  right)  that  Mark  Patenaude 

He  worked  with  a  Thai  farmer  who  set  taught  to  be  an  expert  in  odorless  pig  farming  trains  other  farmers  in  the 

up  a  demonstration  pig  pen  to  test  the  method.  Using  a  deep  organic  bedding  eliminates  the  smell  associated  with 

technique.  The  fanner  became  the  local  raising  anire»R  in  captivity.  (BP  photo) 

expert  training  other  villagers. - 

Patenaude’s  work  earned  him  great  For  five  yean;  he  and  Lisa  labored  to  with  Thai  churches  in  a  nearby  city, 
respect  among  members  of  the  communi-  break  through  with  the  Gospel  constant-  The  Patenaudes  still  visit  the  village, 
ty,  who  saw  he  truly  cared  for  their  needs,  ly  re-evaluating  their  methods.  They  and  they  have  seen  some  adults  move 
Energized  by  the  acceptance  he  partnered  with  Thai  Christians,  who  toward  a  greater  understanding  of 
gained,  he  sprang  into  sharing  the  themselves  were  shocked  by  the  difficul-  God.  The  couple  trust  the  seeds  plant- 
Gospel  —  and  slammed  into  a  wall,  ty  of  evangelizing  die  community.  ed  in  the  hard  spiritual  soil  will  some 

"Every  time  1  told  my  testimony,  I  could  ".„Jesus  is  weeping  over  His  lost  day  grow. 

see  their  eyes  start  to  glaze  ovec"  he  sheep.  His  people  that  don't  know  or  tWe  have  to  trust  God  in  His  lead- 
recalled.  *T  a0|Uld  just  see  them  turn  off."  receive  Him,"  Patenaude  said.  "1  think  ership,  no  matter  what  task  He  gives 
"I  just  couldn't  get  it"  Patenaude  said,  that  reallv  captures  how  we  also  felt"  us.  and  we  have  to  be  faithful  to  that 
"Why  was  what  God  did  in  my  life  and  After  knocking  on  so  many  doors  even  when  it  is  frustrating  and  we 
the  transformation  He  offers  everybody  that  wouldn’t  open,  the  Patenaudes  can't  see  the  results,"  Patenaude  said, 
not  being  accepted  or  even  seen  as  desir-  finally  felt  God  leading  them  to  a  new  *1  think  we  knew  that  but  He  let  us 
able  by  the  people  I  was  talking  to?"  strategic  role  that  required  close  work  experience  it" 
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Oue:  X  -  5 

Hive  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
r.»  same  letter  is  substituted 


TOO  WONDERFUL  FOR  WORDS 

Some  experiences,  people, 
and  events  are  just  too  won¬ 
derful  for  words.  You  may 
not  see  them  or  notice  them 
everyday,  and  it  is  possible 
that  you  can  overlook  some  of 
them.  As  summer  was  flow¬ 
ing  into  fall,  I  was  out  walking 
just  at  sunrise  on  a  warm  and 
wonderful  Saturday  morning. 
I  was  at  the  edge  of  some 
woods  watching  to  see  if  I 
could  see  any  deer  grazing  at 
that  time  of  the  morning. 
Suddenly  and  almost  shock¬ 
ingly,  there  in  neck  deep  grass 
was  a  doe  watching  my  every 
move  and  listening  for  any¬ 
thing  that  would  cause  her  to 
run.  I  froze  in  my  tracks  too. 
There  we  were  15-20  yards 
apart  staring  at  each  other.  I 
certainly  did  not  want  to  scare 
her  ana  was  not  out  to  harm 
her  so  I  just  quietly  stood 
there  looking  at  her  and  she 
did  the  same.  For  whatever 
reason  fear  must  have  over¬ 
come  her  and  she  turned  and 
bolted  away  from  me. 

It  was  only  at  that  time  that 
two  beautiful  fawns  reacted 
and  ran  away  with  her.  They 
were  about  half-grown  ana 
appeared  to  be  twins.  They 
were  running  through  the  grass 
to  get  to  the  woods  with  their 
mother.  I  watched  the  three  of 
them  as  they  danced,  darted 
away,  and  finally  disappeared. 

I  thought  how  in  this  world  do 
I  describe  what  I  just  saw.  Even 
with  a  movie  camera  in  hand,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to 
catch  what  T  had  seen  and 
heard.  As  she  turned  to  run  she 
snorted,  which  I  am  assuming 
was  deer  language  for  kids  run 
for  vour  life  and  they  did. 

The  beauty  of  it  all  and  the 
wonder  of  the  moment  will 
stay  with  me  for  a  long,  long 
time.  There  are  no  words  that 
could  describe  those  moments, 
though  probably  several  thou¬ 
sand  hunters  across  the  state 
could  tell  the  same  story.  The 
moment  was  too  wonderful  for 
words,  and  so  while  it  may  not 
be  captured  by  a  video  or  ver¬ 
biage,  the  picture  is  there  and 
the  experience  is  mine. 
However,  if  we  are  alive  and 
alert,  sensitive  and  seeking,  we 


the  imageries 
singing,  testim 


an  offering  —  but  while  preach¬ 
ing  is  vitally  important  and 
music  is  indispensable,  I  am 
not  talking  about  those 
moments  though  I  trust  they 
are  meaningful  to  you.  I  am 
talking  about  the  kind  of 
moments  week  after  week 
when  we  come  together  to  meet 
with  the  Lord  mat  may  not 
even  be  planned,  or  at  least  not 
orchestrated.  Suddenly,  the 
moment  is  there  and  there  is  no 
way  that  you  can  describe  it. 

During  the  summer,  I  was 
speaking  on  Wednesday  night 
at  my  home  church.  1  had 
been  looking  forward  to  being 
with  people  I  knew  and  loved, 
sharing  a  word  with  them,  and 
leading  in  a  moment  of  wor¬ 
ship.  On  that  particular  night, 
everything  was  transformed 
in  a  different  way.  During  the 
spring  and  summer,  one  of  the 
fine  deacons  at  our  church  had 
experienced  surgery,  intensive 
care,  rehab,  ana  wondered  if 


care,  rehab,  ana  wondered  if 
he  would  ever  go  home  or 
come  to  church.  Ed  Dedeaux 
had  been  prayed  for,  loved, 
supported,  and  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  get  back.  I  did  not 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

preaching,  Ed  was  there  that  night  after 
t,  or  taking  his  long  road  to  recovery.  It 
hile  preach-  was  a  moment  too  wonderful 
ortant  and  for  words, 
able,  I  am  Here  is  a  take  away  or  hold 
)ut  those  tightly  kind  of  thought  about 
trust  they  our  worship.  It  is  a  meeting 
you.  I  am  with  God,  but  it  is  also 
i  kind  of  designed  by  God  to  be  a  meet- 
ifter  week  ing  with  each  other.  It  is  not 
her  to  meet  so  much  about  what  is  sung  or 
t  may  not  ‘  said,  but  it  is  about  showing 
at  least  not  up  to  meet  with  God.  There 
Idenly,  the  are  people  who  are  away  from 
I  there  is  no  the  Lord  that  their  return 
scribe  it  would  make  such  a  difference, 
mer,  I  was  There  are  people  who  walk 
sda,  night  closely  with  God  and  their 
h.  1  had  presence  makes  a  difference  in 
rd  to  being  others.  When  you  are  there,  it 
and  loved,  means  something  and  when 
i  them,  and  you  are  not  there  it  also  means 
nt  of  wor-  something,  but  it  is  not  good, 
rular  night,  Show  up!  For  many  people,  it 
ansformed  may  be  a  moment  too  won- 
During  the  demil  for  words, 
one  of  the  When  you  think  about  it, 
rhurch  had  sharing  your  witness  of  Christ 
r,  intensive  with  someone  else  can  be  a 
ondered  if  moment  too  wonderful  for 
home  or  words.  Through  the  years,  I 
1  Dedeaux  have  had  die  wonderful  privi- 
For,  loved,  lege  of  sharing  the  Lord  with 
'as  deter-  men,  women,  boys,  and  girls 
I  did  not  and  to  see  so  many  people  trust 


done  many  things,  the  one 
moment  that  resounds  the  most 
in  my  heart  is  when  they  trust¬ 
ed  Jesus  and  I  was  blessed  to  be 
there.  Maybe  you  have  had  that 
moment  out  if  you  have  not 
shared  your  testimony  with 
others  —  if  you  have  not  sought 
to  share  with  them  the  living, 
loving  Lord  Jesus,  you  need  to 
do  that  even  today.  In  fact  it 
can  mean  eternity  is  different 
and  every  time  you  see  them 
may  be  a  wonderful  moment 
that  is  too  wonderful  for  words. 

Finally,  there  are  times  when 
the  Word  of  God  is  Just  too 
wonderful  for  words.  That  may 
sound  strange  but  if  you  consis¬ 
tently  read  the  Word  of  God, 
study  God's  book,  and  listen  to 
what  He  says,  invariably  there 
will  be  those  magnificent 
moments  when  you  nave  an 
experience  where  it  seems  as 
though  there  is  a  quiet  explo¬ 
sion  that  takes  place  in  your 
heart  as  God  reveals  His  truth 
to  you.  If  you  do  not  have  a 
regular,  on-going  time  with 
Goa  around  His  Word  and  lis¬ 
ten  to  what  He  says,  you  may 
excuse  yourself  from  ever  read¬ 
ing  the  Bible  dunking  that  you 
do  not  understand  it  It  is  an 
old  book  that  really  does  not 
mean  anything  to  me.  Accept 
the  challenge.  Take  the  Gospel 
according  to  John,  and  start 
reading  it  through.  Watch  and 
listen  as  you  hear  the  things 
that  Jesus  said  and  the  things 
that  others  said  about  Him. 
Open  your  heart  and  let  God 
speak  to  you.  See  what  might 


know  *nd  ®f  the  people  Jesus  and  genuinely  have  a  life  happen.  The,  Bible  itself 

who  were  there  that  rught  had  transforming  experience.  I  did  that  it  is  the  Word  of  God 
no  idea  that  he  was  going  to  not  save  them,  Dut  I  did  have  that  it  is  alive  and  well,  r 


no  idea  that  he  was  going  to 
come  back  to  church  for  the 
first  time  in  months  on  that 
Wednesday  night.  While  we 
were  making  our  way  into  the 
chapel,  the  door  opened  and 
there  being  brought  into  the 
church  in  nis  wheelchair  was 
Ed  Dedeaux.  I  could  not 
believe  what  I  was  seeing. 

As  others  began  to  see  and 
hear,  they  were  astounded  and 
thrilled.  As  soon  as  the  door 
opened  to  the  chapel  and  as  he 
was  being  wheeled  in,  people 
started  clapping.  They  could 
not  help  it  They  just  celebrat¬ 
ed.  At  the  time,  Ed  was  not 
back  on  his  feet  but  he  was 


the  wonderful  privilege  of 
being  there  and  seeing  (rod  do 
a  wonderful  work  in  their 
heart.  Oftentimes,  I  have  had 
that  privilege  of  sharing  a  wit¬ 
ness  with  them  and  seeing 
them  respond  to  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus. 

Now  years  later,  even 
decades  later,  there  are  people 
that  I  see  and  while  they  have 
grown  up,  gone  to  school,  and 


that  it  is  the  Word  of  God  and 
that  it  is  alive  and  well,  reach¬ 
ing  down  into  the  inner  part  of 
our  souls.  It  will  happen  to  you 
if  you  will  allow  Goa  to  speak 
to  you.  So  take  His  Word  and 
pay  close  attention  to  it.  I 
promise  you  in  time  and  often¬ 
times  you  will  have  an 
encounter  with  the  Lord  that  is 
too  wonderful  for  words. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutralQmbcb.org. 


can  see  those  magnificent,  inde-  back  in  church.  It  was  just  a 
scribable  moments  again  and  moment  that  rippled  through 


again  in  our  lives.  Let  me  point 
out  just  a  handful  of  than  in 
your  walk  with  the  Lord. 

At  times,  worship  is  too 
wonderful  for  words,  just  to 
mention  the  word  worship 
brings  to  many  of  our  minds 


the  congregation.  I  doubt  that 
anyone  who  was  there  that 
night  could  tell  you  anything 
that  was  sung,  and  I  am  pretty 
sure  that  nobody  remembers 
anything  that  I  said.  However, 
it  will  never  be  forgotten  that 
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October  1-2  •  First  Baptist  dhurch,  Natchez 
Special  Guests:  Robin  Caroll  &4 Patti  Hill 
For  more  jnformation  call: 
■^CH)^748lT6 5lTex t .  378 
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September  18, 2010 

8:30  AM  until  4:30  PM 
Tickets  SI 0.00 
Lunch  will  be  provided 


For  ticketi  or  more  information  662.247.3844 
Church  Office  Hours  M-F  8-12 


Sfttembfr  9,  2010 
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|l  SI  1  OK  I  III  l\l  C  OKP 


Alumni  luncheon  wfll  be  Oct 
26,  First  Church,  Jackson 
Tickets  are  $10  and  can  be 
ordered  from  Paul  Blanchard, 
PO.  Box  867,  Louisville,  MS 
39339.  Please  order  tickets  as 


12.  Belden  Church,  Belden 


10.  Eureka  Church,  Lena,  will 
host  a  gospel  singing  Sept 
11, 11  a.m.,  with  food  plates, 
silent  auction,  and  drawing 
Southern  Heritage  gospel 
group  at  6  p.m. 


11.  Salem  Heights  Church, 
Laurel,  is  hosting  a  Beth 
Moore  simulcast  Sept.  18. 
Free;  hinch  provided.  Must 
pre-register  for  hinch;  call 
(601)  /63-7571. 


13.  First  Church,  Tupelo 


\ 


14.  Howard  ordination 


FEWAY  WOMEN  EVENTS 
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12.  Belden  Church,  Belden, 
held  a  deacon  ordination 
service  Aug.  29.  Shown  are 
Brad  Bauer,  Richard 
Stephenson.  Adam  Archer; 
ana  pastor  Jim  Holcomb. 

13.  First  Church,  Tupelo,  cele¬ 
brated  its  160th  anniversary 
Aug.  22  with  a  reception  in 
the  fellowship  hall.  A  time- 
line  of  major  events  and  a 
historical  display  were  set 

for  viewing.  Chad 


14.  Parkview  Church. 

Greenville,  ordained  Neil 
Howard  as  deacon  Aug.  29. 

15.  New  Henleyfield  Church, 
Pearl  River  County,  held  a 
deacon  ordination  Aug.  29. 
Shown  are  Rusty  Walker 
and  his  wife  Stephanie. 

16.  First  Church,  Vardanian, 
honored  pastor  Dale  Easley 
and  his  wife  Doug  for  25 
years  of  service  at  the 
church  with  a  surprise  ser¬ 
vice  and  meal.  Shown  are 
the  Easleys. 


honored  Mike  Bennett  for 
three  years  of  service  as  min¬ 
ister  of  musk.  Shown  are 
pastor  Darel  Daniels, 
Bennett  and  Matt  Robinson. 
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16.  The  Easleys 


18.  Concord 
Pelahatchie, 

Billy  Thom 


participants. 


Church, 
ordained 
as  deacon 


18b  Concord 
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3.  liberty  Church,  Newton  County 


of  First  Church, 


Church,  Brandon,  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  mission  trip  to 
Atlanta  to  work  with 


Pastor  Seven  and  his 
homeless  mission  church. 


First  Church  Pearl  voted  to 


donate  their  church  bus  to 


the  mission,  and  several 
students  donated  their 


shoes  to  the  mission. 


Shown  are  the  participants 


accomplishments  during 
the  year.  Shown  are  Tucker 
Cain,  Nick  Jenkins,  and 
Gregory  White  along  with 
leaders  Craig  Jenkins  and 
Travis  Cain. 

Liberty  Church,  Newton 
County,  honored  Marty  4c 


Marty  and  Patsy  Harper. 

’  Friendship  Church, 

Brookhaven,  held  a  baby 
dedication  Mother's  Day. 
Shown  are  Shannon  and 
Stephanie  Smith  with  son. 
Sage;  Chase  and  Michelle 
Eady  with  son.  Mason; 
Kars  ten  and  Cassie  Case 
with  son,  Kade;  and  David 
and  Stada  Carpenter  with 
daughter,  Cay  lee. 

£  ^  a  ■  i  ■  ■  ■  —  —  1/ 1  -  1  .  _ 

x  rancway  uiurcn,  kokiumo, 


mony  ror  a  new  teuowsmp 
hall  and  kitchen.  Don  Cook, 
pastor.  Bill  McKnight, 
Building  and  Ground  com¬ 
mittee  chairman.  Shown  are 
tne  parnapanfc 

5.  Liberty  Church,  Mississippi 
Association,  ordained  mil 
Newman  Caston  as  deacon 
Aug.  15.  Shown  are  Clay 
Caston,  Caston,  and  pastor 
David  Bishop. 


HarvestPoint  Church, 
Kosciusko,  held  their  sec¬ 
ond  annual  back-to-school 
Bible  dub  July  30  to  target 
unchurched  children  in  five 
community.  Eighteen  chil¬ 
dren  from  unchurched  fami¬ 
lies  attended.  Shown  are  die 
partid  pants. 

Liberty  HU1  Church, 
Pope,  recently  held  a  baby 


ci pants  with  pastor 


Revivals  and  Homecomings 


roll:  American  voters  have  misgivings  about  abortion 

L  abortion  is  at  least  Responding  to  requests  from  Republican  Sen.  Ralph  Smith  for  several  years  that  would 

Nearly  half  of  the  voters  contm-  somewhat  significant  in  terms  two  state  senators,  Cucdnelli,  a  of  Roanoke,  was  quoted  in  require  abortion  clinics  to  abide 

ue  to  believe jit  is  too  easy  to  of  how  they  vote  in  Republican,  concluded  in  his  The  Post  as  saying  the  attor-  by  mandates  similar  to  those 

^  and'  of  33%  opinion  that  Virginia  “has  the  ney  general's  guidance  “clari-  nowplaced  on  hospitals. 

States,  according  to  a  recent  sur-  believe  it  is  very  important.  authority  to  promulgate  regula-  fies  any  legal  questions  on  the  "The  state  has  long  regulated 
veyky  Ra^nu8?*"?fP?rt8'  ,,  ,  *  are  twice  as  like-  tions  for  facilities  in  which  first  issue  and  sets  the  stage  for  outpatient  surgical  facilities  and 

,  ^SH'J’eA^riranUv1Jb'  [y  “  pro-choicers  to  say  abor-  trimester  abortions  are  per-  regulating  abortion  clinics  personnel  to  ensure  a  certain 

fcamd  48%  of  Amenoan  votes  bon  u  an  issue  that  will  be  formed  as  well  as  providers  of  like  other  medical  facilities.'  level  of  protection  for  patients. 

beBev«Jn  important  in  their  vote  this  fall,  first  trimester  abortions,  so  Abortion  dinks  are  regulat-  There  is  no  reason  to  hold  fadl- 

procured,  while  235  Meanwhile,  Virginia's  gov-  long  as  the  regulations  adhere  ed  the  same  as  offices  for  oral  ities  providing  abortion  ser- 

(iegjee  «  dmculty  isabout  right  e  prurient  can  enforce  stronger  to  constitutional  limitations.'  or  plastic  surgery,  according  to  vices  to  any  lesser  standard  for 

and  14%  feel  it  is  too  difficult  restrictions  on  abortion  dimes  Abortion  providers  expressed  the  newspaper.  Pro-life  mem-  their  patients,'  said  Brian 

Fourteen  percent  are  unsure.  m  the  state.  Attorney  General  concern  many  of  the  state's  bers  of  the  legislature  have  Gottstein,  the  attorney  general's 

***  res“ts  w®re  largely  con-  Ken  Cuccinelli  says.  clinics  will  be  unable  to  afford  sought  but  failed  to  pas6  bills  director  of  communications, 

sis  tent  with  what  Rasmussen  Cucdnelli's  legal  analysis  the  changes  that  could  be 
has  found  for  the  last  four  was  a  setback  for  abortion  required  if  the  regulations  out- 

years.  In  2007,  45%  said  it  was  providers,  but  an  advance  for  lined  bv  Cuccinelli  are  fililiilBlIBWWTWPBWWi 
too  easy  to  get  an  abortion,  pro-lifers  who  have  long  sought  enforced.  NARAL  Pro-choice  I  VI  *1  r/il  KkVI  II  ■  if  AY  I  RmtAY  I  Ivlfwl 
That  poll,  however,  showed  to  hold  abortion  dinks  to  stan-  Virginia  said  17  of  the  state's  21  ’■HHHHHHHHHBHBBBMHHBBMMMMMI 
22%  thought  it  was  too  diffi-  dards  they  believe  are  required  abortion  clinics  likely  would 

cult,  meaning  the  number  of  for  a  procedure  that  not  only  close  under  such  a  scenario  6.  Mt  Carmel  Church  Smith 

those  adopting  that  viewpoint  takes  the  lives  of  unborn  babies  "These  so  called  regulations  County:  Homecoming  and 

has  fallen  eight  points.  but  results  in  injury  and  death  to  are  only  an  attempt  to  shut  cemetery  day  Sept  26 

In  other  findings  in  the  tele-  an  unknown  number  of  w  omen,  down  abortion  clinics"  in  potluck  lunch  love  offering 

phone  survey  of  likely  voters  The  opinion  permits,  but  Virginia,  said  Tarina  Keene,  received, 

conducted  Aug.  11-12:  does  not  reauire,  the  state's  NARAL  Pro-choice  Virginia's  )’ 

•  54%  believe  abortion  is  Board  of  Health  to  issue  regu-  executive  director,  according  to  7.  Eton  Church  Macon- 

morally  wrong  most  of  the  lations  on  abortion  clinics  The  Washington  Post.  Homecoming,  ’  Sept  19- 

time.  Women  hold  this  belief  that  would  be  similar  to  those  One  of  Die  senators  who  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 

more  than  men  by  58-49%.  mandated  for  hospitals.  sought  Cuccinelli's  opinion,  ^  by  lunch.  Sterling  Davis, 


8.  New  Home  I 
Fulton:  Revival.  Se 
29;  Blue  Mountain 
men,  speakers; 
Warren,  pastor.  * 


21.  Services  were  held  Aug.  25  at  Corinth  Church,  Magee,  with 
burial  at  Coat  Church  cemetery.  McWilliams  was  bom  May  12, 

1941,  in  Simpson  County  to  Earline  and  Wilson  McWilliams.  2.  McCrory 

He  pastored  many  churches  in  Mississippi.  He  is  survived  by 

his  wife.  Madonna  Mercer  McWilliams;  children  Lourie  1.  Daniel  Memorial  Church, 
(Gone)  Ramsay,  William  David  (Amy)  McWilliams,  Richard  |  Jackson,  will  celebrate  75 
"Ricky"  (Susan)  McWilliams,  Jennifer  (Trey)  Howard,  Sherri  years  of  ministry  Ofct  3. 
(Wesley)  Mclnnis,  Trudy  "(John)  Hux,  Randy  (Brooke) 

McWilliams;  grandchildren  Cnelsea  Sc  Ashley  Ramsey,  Kasey  2.  New  Home  Church,  Smith 
Sc  "Sam"  McWilliams,  Candace  Sc  Faith  McWilliams,  Anna  County:  117th  homecoming 

Howard,  Hanna  4c  Carly  Mclnnis,  Zack  4c  Josh  Hux;  brothers,  celebrated  in  August;  fea- 

Charles  Earl  (Brenda)  McWilliams,  Donald  Ray  (Brenda)  hired  Shane  Singleton, 

McWilliams,  Larry  (Kathy)  McWilliams;  sister,  Pamela  Parker;  speaker;  home  cooked  din- 

and  a  host  of  nieces,  nephews,  and  friends.  ner;  personal  testimony  and 


of  Petal,  MS  is  accepting  resumes  for 
a  part-time  minister  of  music  and 
worship  leader.  The  qualified  candi¬ 
date  will  be  responsible  for  leading 
the  music  service  for  a  city  based 
Southern  Baptist  church  and  direct¬ 
ing  the  growth  of  our  music  depart¬ 
ment.  Please  send  resume  to  71 T 
Old  Richton  Road  Petal,  MS  39465. 
WANTED:  FULL  TIME  MIDDLE 
school  youth  pastor  for  Petal  Harvey 
Baptist  Church  in  Petal,  MS.  Send 
resume'  to  Jason  Wade  O  600  S. 
Ma  t  St,  Petal,  MS  39465  or  e-mail 
to  asonVpetalharvey.org  Please 
submit  resumes'  prior  to  Qct.1,2010- 
STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE  - 
Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  New 
Albany.  Ms  is  accepting  resumes  for 
a  Senior  Pastor  Send  To  Rev.  Trent 
Grubbs,  Chairman,  Pastor  Search 
Committee,  216  Hwy  15  South, 
New  Albany,  Ms  38652. 


Marty  Harper, 
el  Hill,  music 


Heavenly  Highway,  music  10.  New  Providence  Church, 
Rhonda  Stringer  McCrory,  Leake  County: 

shown,  received  a  50-year  Homecoming,  Sept  19;  ser- 

membership  certificate.  vices,  10  a.tn.,  followed  by 

lunch  and  cemetery  meet- 

3.  Unity  Church,  Magnolia:  ing;  Dax  Summerhill, 

50th  anniversary;  Sept.  11,  speaker;  Janice  W.  King  and 

fish  fry,  5  pan.,  followed  Pam  W.  Harris,  music. 


lime  Bible  teacher  for  Secondary  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SBMNG 
Grades.  Position  available  immedi-  MSA Ai, since  1992. Call 800-605-2970 
ately.  Please  send  resumes  to  AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  A 

headmasterVgcssaints.com _  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS 

DO  YOU- NEED  A  CHURCH  FHWit  Gulf  Shores  and  Orange  Beach, 
We  have  piano  CDs  tor  churches  to  Alabama.  Best  value  on  the  beach! 
sing  byf  FREE  DEMO!  Hymns,  Lowest  Prices!  Over  25  Top  Quality 
Gospel,  Christmas,  Choruses,  Praise  Condos!  Owned  A  Operated  by 
-  Hundreds  of  Songs!  CALL  Worship  Christian  Family  since  1 9*4 
Service  Resources  1 -*77-977-6*00.  205-556-0368  or  205-7S2-1231 

Special  Church  Pricing!  www.guMshorescondos.com _ 

www.wsrpianocds.com. _  GET  THE  BEST  BATES  ON: 

BEAUTIFUL  CONDO  FOR  BENT  ON  Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Okaloosa  Island.  Ft  Walton  Beach.  Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
Florida  —  6  miles  from  Destin  Lots  of  visa  www.TumerlnsuranceOnline.com 
amenities  A*  owner!  can  mate  your  STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
vacation  affordable.  Contact  Lucy  at  antj  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 

~  ladoo^toi -502-0202 . _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman. 

Mte,  phone  601  -776-661 7. _ 

8YRDLAND  MINISTRIES  NEAR 
Hattiesburg  has  recovered  from 
Katrina  and  is  much  improved.  It  has 
a  700'  Zip  Line  with  a  70'  drop  in 
400”  with  an  over-water  dismount,  a 
S3'  giant  2-person  swing  plus  many 


music;  Sept.  12,  service  at  11.  Rawls  Springs  Church, 
Old  Mission  Church  Hattiesburg:  Revival,  Sept 

grounds,  9  a.m.;  Sunday  19  -  22;  Sim.,  10  a.m.,  fol- 

School  9:45  a.m.;  services,  lowedy  by  covered  dish 

10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  J  lunch  and  6  pore;  Mon.  - 

dinner  on  the  grounds;  Wed.,  Noon,  with  light 

Wayne  Frederick,  speaker.  lunch,  and  7  p.m.;  Step 

Martin,  speaker;  Price 

4.  Lincoln  Road  Church,  Harris,  musk. 

Hattiesburg:  Revival  Sept 

30  -  Oct  2;  Sun,  10  aon,  fw-  12.  New  Providence  Church, 
lowed  by  potluck  hmdv  7  Hazlehurst  Homecoming, 

pan.  nightly;  Grady  F’arkec  Sept  19;  Sunday  School  10 

speaker  Bob  Thames,  musk.  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.  fol¬ 

lowed  by  covered  dish 

5.  Oak  Grove  Church,  lunch;  Brad  Moak,  speaker. 

Simpson  County.  Revival 

Sept.  15, 16, 17, 7  pan.;  Sept  13.  Rocky  Point  Church, 
19,  11  aan.;  Bob  Gladney,  Leake  Assoc.:  Revival; 

Chad  Hunsburget  Jay  Sept.  12-15;  Scott  Vaughn 

Westbrooks,  and  Don  Lum,  (12),  Randolph  Scott  03), 

speakers;  Bob  Harris,  Dale  Rogers  (14),  and  Mark 

music;  Clarence  Young,  Mayo  (15),  speakers.  Craig 

interim  pastor.  Stephens,  music;  Alan 

Peoples,  interim  pastor. 


WILLIAMSVHLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Kosciusko,  Ms  is  currently  accepting 
resumes  for  full  time  Minister  to 
Students.  Please  mail  resumes  to: 
Donnie  Sims  16692  Hwy  19S 

Kosciusko.  Ms  39090 _ 

FBC  FLORA  IS  SORING  A  PART 
Time  Children's  Minister.  Please  send 
resumes  to  P.O.  Box  163,  Flora,  MS 
39071  Or  E-maH  to  jcoleVlbcflota.otK 
NEW  ZION  BAPTIST  IS  A  RURAL 
Church  of  Braxton,  MS,  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  full-time  pastor,  can  be 
bi-vocatkmal.  Please  send  resumes 
to:  New  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  275  Andrews 
Road,  Braxton,  MS  39044 
SUVA  RENA  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Yalobush  County,  Ms.  is  seeking  a 
full  time  Pastor.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Pastor  Search  Committee 
Chairman,  17846  Hwy  32,  Water 


29,  2010,  tor  a  full-time  experienced 
Southern  Baptist  pastor.  Mail  resume 
to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  740236, 

Tuscumbia,  AL  35674. 

GATLINBURG  CABIN  FOR  RENT:  ^  _  _ 

2  bdttba,  full  Lichen,  great  view  of  other  high  elements.  Contact  us  at 
National  Pk.  S9Vmte  832-922-0401  /  601-544-7407  or  visit  us  on  line  at 
pdlw4760Ratt.net  www.byrdiandministeries.us 


Thf  Baptist  Recoup 


Kentucky  pastor  is  nominee  for  NAMB  presidency 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  The  pres¬ 
idential  search  committee  of 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  trustees  has 
unanimously  nominated 
Kevin  Ezell,  senior  pastor  of 
Louisville's  Highview  Church. 

Trustees  received  word  of 
the  nomination  on  the 
evening  of  Aug.  31,  in  an  e- 
mail  from  NAMB  trustee 
chairman  Tim  Dowdy,  pastor 
of  Eagle's  Landing  First 
Church  in  McDonough,  Ga. 

Ezell,  48,  is  the  immediate 
past  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Pastors'  Conference.  He 
has  led  the  multi-site  Louisville 
congregation  since  1996. 

Highview  Church  counts 
among  its  members  R.  Albert 
Mohler  Jr.,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  and  Russell  D. 
Moore,  a  Biloxi  native  who 
serves  as  the  seminary's  dean 
of  the  School  of  Theology; 
senior  vice-president  for  aca¬ 
demic  administration;  and 
professor  of  Christian  theolo¬ 
gy  and  ethics. 


"Kevin...  is  a 
gifted  preacher 
and  teacher  and 
a  faithful  ambas¬ 
sador  of  the  Lord 
with  a  passion 
for  reaching  the 
lost  and  touch¬ 
ing  the  world  for 
Jesus  Christ," 

Dowdy  wrote  to 
trustees. 

The  nomina¬ 
tion  is  the  culmi¬ 
nation  of  a  10- 
month  search  that 
began  in  October 
2009,  with  the  c. 

appointment  of  a 
seven-member 
search  committee  after  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Geoff  Hammond. 

NAMB's  full  trustee  board 
membership  will  vote  on 
Ezell's  nomination  at  a  spe¬ 
cial  called  meeting  Sept.  14  at 
NAMB's  headquarters  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga. 

Dowdy  praised  the  efforts  of 
the  search  team  and  told  trustees 
they  will  soon  receive  more 
information  about  Ezell,  "but  for 


now  I  want  to  Ezell  first  sensed  God's  call 
make  sure  you  to  ministry  when  he  was  a  high 
know  who  will  be  school  sophomore.  "My  par- 
presented  so  you  ents  and  pastor  didn't  really 
could  be  in  prayer  push  me  into  it  at  the  time,"  he 


Ezell 


could  be  in  prayer 
for  our  meeting  on 
September  14, 
2010." 

Information 
from  the  2009 
Annual  Church 
Profile  main¬ 
tained  by  LifeWay 
Christian 
Resources  lists 
121  baptisms  at 
Highview  Church 
n  ana  primary  wor¬ 

ship  service  atten¬ 
dance  of  3,260. 

Highview  Church  gave 
$140,100,  or  2.23%,  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  from 
undesignated  receipts  of 
$6,270,057.  Its  total  missions 
expenditures  of  $1,350,170 
includes  $50,000  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christian  Offering  for 
International  Missions  and 
$10,000  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
North  American  Missions. 


recalls.  "They  believed  that  if  it 
was  a  true  calling  of  God,  I 
would  pursue  it  on  my  own." 

That  call  was  confirmed  and 
solidified  during  his  time  as  a 
student  on  a  tennis  scholarship 
at  Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Tn.  "1  thought  at  the  time  that  I 
would  go  into  student  min¬ 
istry,"  Ezell  says. 

He  had  served  in  student 
ministry  at  First  Church  in 
Paducan,  Ky.  The  church's  pas¬ 
tor  at  the  time,  J.  Robert  White, 
serves  today  as  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention. 


With  financial  help  from 
First  Chruch,  Ezell  attended 
seminary  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

Ezell  pastored  First  Church  in 
Hartsville,  Tenn.,  from  early 
1989  to  1991.  He  led  First  Church 
in  Marion,  Ill.,  from  1991-1996. 

When  Ezell  came  to 
Highview  Church  in  19%,  the 
church  met  on  a  single  campus 
and  averaged  1,200  on  Sunday 
mornings.  Today,  Highview 
consists  of  seven  campuses,  one 
that  meets  across  the  Ohio 
River  in  southern  Indiana.  Two 
of  the  campuses  consist  of 
Hispanic  congregations.  One 
meets  on  campus  at  the 
University  of  Louisville. 

The  church  now  averages 
more  than  3,000  in  worship. 


Vacation  Bible  School 


Shiloh  Church,  day  County:  July  26  -  30;  average 
125;  two  professions  of  faith.  David  Martin,  chudi 
ter;  Johnny  Hearn,  pastor. 


attendance, 
Iren's  minis- 


Just  For  i  he  Record 


Fellowship  Church,  State  Line:  Ave 
day  of  VbS  was  a  water  slide  day; 
Children's  Village. 


attendance,  15;  last 
ing  sent  to  Baptist 
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1.  Tullos  ordination 


\\  ~ 


1.  Daniel  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  recently  ordained 
student  pastor  Nathan 

w.  „  Tullos.  He  has  served  for  five 
years  and  Is  a  graduate  Stu¬ 
dent  at  the  UMC  Department 
of  Mkrobioiogy.  Shown  are 
Tullos,  pastor  Lawrence 
Bay  lot,  ana  Ivan  Parke. 

2.  Carmel  Church,  Lauderdale 
Association,  ordained 
Travis  Sullivan,  Sr.,  as  dea¬ 
con  Aug.  29.  Shown  are  pas¬ 
tor  Joe  Anderson,  Sullivan, 
and  Pat  Sullivan. 
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1.  Shiloh  Church,  Clay  County 
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Leam  about  a  safe 
investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


2.  Sullivan  ordination 
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O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 


Mexican  Riviera  Cruise 

Plus...  San  Francisco  -  Big  Sur  Coastline  -  Hearst  Castle 
Exclusive  Float  Viewing  -  The  Rose  Parade  -  San  Diego 

15  Days  Departs  December  26, 2010  from  $1598* 


Start  in  San  Francisco  for  two  nights  with  city  tour.  Travel  south  and  visit 
Monterey,  the  17  Mile  Drive,  and  take  California’s  scenic  Highway  One,  along 
Big  Sur.  Tour  the  Hearst  Castle  and  spend  one  night  in  the  San  Luis  Obispo 
area.  Visit  the  Danish  VBage  of  Soivang  in  route  to  Los  Angeles.  Take  a  city 
lour  of  Hollywood,  Beverly  Hits  and  LA  plus  enjoy  an  exclusive  YMT,  after 
public  hours,  up  dose,  pre-parade  float  viewing.  Talk  to  the  artists  and  watch 
the  finishing  touches  put  on  the  floats,  unencumbered  by  public  crowds!  On 
12/31  have  a  free  day  or  take  an  optional  tour  to  the  J.  Paul  Getty  Museum  and 
Reagan  Library.  On  New  Year’s  Day,  you’ll  be  taken  to  Pasadena  for  the  Rose 
Parade  with  reserved  grandstand  seats.  Board  Holland’s  deluxe,  stateof-the- 
art  Oosterdam  1/2/10  in  San  Diego  for  a  6-night  Mexican  Riviera  cruise  to 
Puerto  Vallarla.  and  Cabo  San  Lucasl  Spend  one  day  and  night  in  San  Diego 
with  an  included  city  tour  before  your  flight  home  January  9.  Add  $100  for 
outside  or  $300  for  balcony  cabins!  *Per  pers.,  dbl.  occ.  Airfare  is  extra. 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

Rent  Ilu.>c.‘! 

19  I#  41  5aw.< 


YMT  Vacations  1-800-736-7300 

America’s  Best  Choice  for  Affordable  Travel  Since  1967! 


800.370  6180  ■  carpenteibus  com 


The  Baptist  Record 
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proof  of  the  converse  being  understood  by  the  things  into  each  of  these  men  who 
of  that  result.  A  sci-  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  wrote  as  the  Spirit  of  God  led 

them.  No  other  book  has  ever 
rivaled  the  inerrant  Bible  for 
influence  and  teaching,  for 
training  in  righteousness,  and 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Case  for  God's  Existence 

Psalm  19:1-4  Acts  17:22-29;  Hebrews  1:1-2 

By  Rick  Henson _  all  still  seeks  something 

beyond  ourselves,  and 
How  do  you  know  God  is  wants  to  believe  that 

God  is  real  and  personaL 


power  and  Godhead;  so  that 
they  are  without  excuse," 

(KJV).  Nature,  including  how 

wonderfully  we  are  made,  all  0  J  I  H 

points  to  a  Creator.  This  is  gen-  for  correction.  No  other  collec- 
eral  revelation.  tion  of  books  has  the  continuity 

God  also  reveals  Himself  and  focus  of  the  Bible, 
through  special  revelation.  God's  living  word  is  Jesus 
Though  all  can  see  His  handi-  Christ,  God’s  own  Son, 
work  in  creation,  none  natural-  according  to  John  3:16.  John 

S’  knows  how  to  meet  God.  1  1:1  describes  Jesus  as  the  liv- 

orinthians  2:14  tells  us  the  ing  Word  of  God.  Hebrews  1 :2 
natural  person  cannot  receive  teaches  that  God  has,  "in 
the  things  of  God.  So  God  these  last  days  spoken  unto 
revealed  Himself  to  us  in  His  us  by  his  Son,"  (KJV). 
word,  both  written  and  living.  So  how  can  a  non-believer 
God's  written  word  is  the  learn  about  this  God  and  His 
Bible,  composed  over  almost  special  revelation?  They  can 


will  likely  hear  about  his  or  ___ _ _  _ H 

relationship  with  God.  We  eighteenth  century,  "If  other  source, 

know  God  is  real  because  we  God  did  not  exist,  it  would  be  The  final  way  we  learn  is  by 
spoke  to  Him  this  morning,  necessary  to  invent  Him."  revelation.  The  first  three 

and  He  often  speaks  to  us.  But  We  acquire  knowledge  four  knowledge  sources  are  limited 
how  do  we  convince  someone  ways;  experientially,  deduc-  to  human  observation  and 
without  a  relationship  with  I 
God  of  His  existence?  i _ HPHB 

Most  people  who  do  not  edge  comes  from  your 
believe  in  God  do  not  consider  “ 

themselves  atheists  but  rather 
agnostics.  They  don't  deny  the 
existence  of  God  i  J  * 
they  are  unsure  if  one  can 
know  God.  According  to  a 
Gallup  Poll  taken  in  2008, 
about  94%  of  Americans 
believe  in  a  higher  power, 
with  78%  believing  in  God  and 
15%  in  a  universal  spirit 
(http://www.gallup.com/  pol 
1/ 109108  /belief -god  -far- 
lower-westem-us.aspx ) . 

Even  though  our  society  is 


tivelv,  empirically,  and  through  measurement  These  types 
revelation.  Experiential  know!-  knowledge  constantly  cnai 
_  '  -personal  since  they  depend  on  our  lii 

experiences.  You  touch  a  hot  ed  understanding  of  what 
stove  and  learn  not  to  touch  a  see,  our  experiences,  and 

-  ,  hot  stove.  Deductive  knowl-  influenced  by  our  biases,  forty  men,  all  from  different  observe  it  in  others,  or  empir- 

outright,  but  edge  is  taught  to  you.  Someone  Revelation  comes  from  outside  times  and  circumstances,  ically  attempt  to  measure  the 
teaches  you  about  the  danger  of  humanity,  from  God  Himself,  Isaiah  was  a  prophet  Ezra  was  change  in  believers'  lives, 
touching  a  hot  stove  or  you  who  never  changes.  a  priest  Matthew  was  a  tax-col-  Ultimately,  each  must  be 

learn  from  watching  someone  God  reveals  Himself  to  all  lector;  Peter  and  John  were  fish-  open  to  God's  general  and 
else  touch  a  hot  stove.  people  though  what  die  theolo-  ermen,  Paul  was  a  tentmaker,  special  revelation. 

Empirical  knowledge  gians  call  general  revelation.  Moses  was  a  shepherd,  and  How  can  you  help  a  non- 
comes  from  the  scientific  Psalm  19:1  reads,  "The  heavens  Luke  was  a  physician.  The  believer  to  be  open  to  God's 
method.  Knowledge  is  declare  the  glory  of  God;  and  authors  all  wrote  bom  different  special  revelation?  Let  others 
derives  from  the  scientific  the  firmament  sheweth  his  perspectives,  yet  Kiey  pro-  see  Jesus  in  you,  then  tell  them 
method  by  observation  in  a  handiwork,"  (KJV).  Romans  claimed  the  same  on j  true  God,  what  they  see. 


vation  Jesus  is  'high  and  lifted 
up'  sitting  at  God's  right  hand 
in  die  heavens.  Jesus,  die  exalt¬ 
ed  son  of  God  is  'far  above'  all 
present  rulers  and  authority 
and  no  future  power  can  over¬ 
come  Him 

Psalm  Ifc6  n  quoted  m  verse 


a  two  year  old  and  the  constant  Jesus  Christ,  the  glori-  the  riches  of  His  oples  in  Arts  1  :H  saying,  "But  His  f< 

borages  of  questions,  ous  Father"  (Eph  1:17,  Moore  inheritance.  With  this  you  will  receive  power  when  meani 
Especially  "why",  as  if  that  HCSB)  through  die  sjrir-  inheritance  the  the  Holy  Sprit  hat,  come  upon  His  au 

were  the  only  word  he  knew—  it  The  Holy  Spirit  reveals  believer  is  assured  of  a  glori-  you  and  you  will  by  my  wit-  ers,  H« 

an  inquisitive  mind  or  maybe  truths  from  God's  word  ous  victory  in  Christ.  We  are  nesses  m  Jerusalem,  in  all  and  v 

to  hear  an  answer.  Although  enlightening  the  believer  in  His  inheritance  that  one  day  Judea  and  Samaria  and  to  the  church 

we  may  tire  of  hearing  the  con-  wisdom  and  knowledge.  He  will  call  us  unto  Himself,  ends  of  the  earth"  (HSCB).  death, 

star.i  why,  why,  why;  the  child  Expand  Your  Understanding  Conceiving  of  the  riches  that  For  the  believer,  the  greatness 
is  learning  and  using  his  power  Ephesians  1: 18-19  are  in  Christ  overwhelms  my  of  His  power  is  assured  in 

to  get  a  response.  Paul  begins  Paul  speaks  of  the  eyes  of  mind.  That  He  would  offer  me  accordance  with  "the  working 
his  prison  prayer  for  the  befiev-  the  heart  referring  to  die  inner  salvation,  continuous  forgive-  of  His  vast  strength"  (Eph  f: 
ers' with  an  answer  to 'why'.  self  of  man.  These  eyes  must  ness,  daily  blessings,  promises 
Pray  for  Spiritual  Insignt  be  opened  by  the  Spirit  of  God  fulfilled  and  those  to  be  ful- 

Ephesians  1:15-17  enabling  man  to  understand  filled,  and  the  hope  of  an  eter- 

"This  is  why,  since  1  spiritual  things.  Three  specific  nal  heavenly  home.  All  these 

heard..."  (Ephesians  1:15,  understandings 

HCSB)  Paul's  answer  to  'why'  tioned — Hope  of 
was  continuous  prayer  having  riches  of  His  inh 
heard  of  their  faitn  in  Jesus  the  greatness  of  H 
and  their  love  for  the  saints.  With  the  hope  O! 

His  prayer  was  one  of  thanks-  comes  assurance  i 
giving  for  their  witness  and  Christ  by  serving 

one  of  petition  for  gaining  call  of  obedience 

wisdom  and  revelation  of  ing  for  the  secon 

knowledge.  Paul  specifically  Christ.  Warren  ' 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  pubfish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
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forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
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tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 

Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


with  Christ  blood.  We  can 
daim  that  relationship  as  a  Kv- 


19,  HSCB)  Hi*  strength  is  acknowledging  the  power  of 
source  we  need  to  carry  the  God,  Paul  used  terms  that  were 
gospel  to  a  dying  world.  His  common  to  the  Jews  suggesting 

_ ^ _ _ I  Hiving  hope'.  His  inheritance,  a  high  ranking  among  angelic 

and  much  more  are  the  riches  His  power  and  His  strength  beings — principality,  power, 

of  the  believers'  inheritance,  are  benefits  to  the  believer.  might  and  dominion.  In  our 

The  immeasurable  greatness  of  Acknowledge  God's  Power  acknowledging  of  God's 
His  power  is  the  third  prayer  Ephesians  1:20-23  power,  we  accept  by  faith  His 

petition  for  understanding.  As  God  gave  us  a  vivid  demon-  son  Jesus  Christ  as  die  power 
a  recipient  of  God's  love,  stration  of  His  power  by  raising  'far  above'  all  which  is  the 

believers  have  within  our  Jesus  from  the  dead.  Through  'why'  of  Christian  living. 

grasp  God's  power.  Many  this  same  power  He  continues  - - - 

words  have  Been  used  to  today,  to  raise  people  from  Moore  is  a  member  of 
describe  God's  power — dyna-  being  dead  in  sin  through  sal-  Macedonia  Church,  PetaL 


organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
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Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wilt 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 

Li  I  II  li  nti  ii  -i  -i  tI  iftl  I  .  |-|  . 

DaoostrecoraomocD.org. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  submitted 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three* 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  Photos  mi 
address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phore 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  tion  item; 
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Korean  couple  putting  aside  bitterness  to  serve  Christ 


NAGOYA.  Japan  (BP)  —  Wang  Lee, 
00,  and  his  wife  Rose,  72,  rarely  agree  on 
anything.  From  their  modest  home  in 
Nagoya,  Japan,  where  the  two  serve 
among  die  homeless,  they  argue  playful¬ 
ly  back  and  forth 

They  disagree  over  the  name  of  their 
church  in  the  United  States,  which  turns 
out  to  be  Concord  Korean  Baptist  Church 
in  Martinez,  Calif.  They  can't  exactly 
on  how  old  they  each  were  at 


“They  sent  my  cousins  to  labor  camps 
in  Japan,  all  over  China,  the  Philippines, 
and  Taiwan,”  Wang  Lee  said. 

They  even  changed  Koreans' 
names. 'My  Japanese  name  was 
Ahara,"  Wang  Lee  said.  “Mine  was 
Aoki,"  Rose  said. 

World  War  D  also  was  when  Wang 
Lee  came  to  know  Christ  through  the 
testimony  of  an  elder  serving  in  a 
Presbyterian  church  in  his  city  in  what 


in  Nagoya  who  is  no  relation  to  Wang 
and  Rose  Lee.  “They  spend  many  hours 
a  day  in  prayer.’ 

Through  prayer;  in  fact,  the  Lees 
overcame  personal  resentment  toward 
the  Japanese  for  the  atrocities  commit¬ 
ted  during  die  occupation  of  Korea 
from  1910-45 

“I  had  this  feeling  of  resentment 
against  the  Japanese,'  Rose  said.  “1  tried 
to  fight  against  it  but  the  feeling  kept 
coming.  I  noticed  that  I  didn't  have  trie 
resentment  while  we  were  praying.” 

While  God's  grace  ana  forgiveness 
have  removed  any  trace  of  bitterness, 
todav,  65  years  later;  both  the  Lees  still 
recall  acts  of  violence  committed  against 
their  friends  and  family  during  the  years 
of  Japanese  occupation. 


Korea  during  the  U.S.  Army's  retreat  to 
the  south  in  1951. 

“Amazingly,  Elder  Song's  prayers 
were  answered,"  Wang  Lee  said.  *1  could 
have  been  killed  so  many  times  while  I 


walked  by  something  like  a  small  police 
station,"  Rose  Lee  recalled.  "They  were 
torturing  people  with  hot  water,  that 
kind  of thing. 

"Stories,  thousands  of  stories  [from 
that  time],*  Wang  Lee  agreed.  "They 
took  away  our  natural  resources.  They 
were  cruel  to  many  young  women  ana 
sent  them  to  some  bad  places.  They 
sent  all  our  young  people  to  Japan  or  to 
die  war  zone.  They  used  yo  mg  people 
—  young  Koreans  —  for  l  .bor  forces. 
Eveiything  was  so  bad.’ 

“They  came  in  my  home  and  took 
all  the  valuable  dungs, '  Rose  Lee 
remembered. 


Rose  Lee's  story  is  slightly  different 
She  grew  up  going  to  church  in  Korea 
with  her  mother;  but  she  didn't  become  a 
Christian  until  after  she  moved  to 
America  in  1964.  Challenges  abounded: 
The  young  family  had  little  money,  and 
die  couldn't  speak  English 

"It  was  very  difficult...  but  God 
found  me,  and  my  faith  started  a  lit¬ 
tle,'  Rose  said. 

It  was  that  small  seed  of  faith  that  took 
root  in  Rose  Lee's  heart  and  eventually 
led  her  to  enroll  in  Golden  Gate 
Seminary  at  the  age  at  62. 

“I  was  the  oldest  student  at  the  semi¬ 
nary,'  Rose  Lee  laughed,  "but  the  other 
students  helped  carry  my  books.' 

Rose  Lee  studied  Christian  education 
and  was  challenged  by  stories  of  young 
people  returning  from  short-term  mis¬ 
sion  trips.  Presentations  from  representa¬ 
tives  of  then-Foreign  Mission  Board 
(now  IMB)  also  inspired  her. 

Eventually,  through  prayer,  both 
Wang  and  Rose  Lee  felt  God's  call  to 
serve  overseas.  Following  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  banking  industry, 
Wang  Lee  made  a  short-term  trip  to 
China,  and  Rose  Lee  made  a  short¬ 
term  trip  to  Venezuela. 


NEW  MEN  IN  CHRIST  —  Wang  Lee  (foreground)  and  his  wife  Rose  trained  five 
Japanese  men  as  house  church  leaders.  Four  ofthe  five  men  were  homeless  when  they 
met  the  Lees  in  a  downtown  park  in  Nagoya,  Japan.  Here  the  men  read  Scripture  as  they 
prepare  to  share  communion.  By  Japanese  custom,  the  men  are  known  only  by  their  last 


After  those  trips,  the  two  decided  to 
apply  for  service  through  the  naNfon 
board.  The  question  was  where  to  serve. 
"As  we  prayed,  we  kept  hearing  in  our 
spirits,  'Love  your  enemy;  [get  past]  the 
resentment.  [Love]  the  Japanese  peo¬ 
ple,'"  Rose  Lee  said. 

Although  they  considered  various 
places,  when  the  time  came  to  make  a 
decision  the  Lees  hsted  Japan  as  both  their 
first  and  second  choices.  That  was  2004. 

On  their  arrival  in  Nagoya,'tftF"tees 
embraced  the  Japanese  pebple  and 
sought  daily  opportunities  to  share  their 
faith  with  their  neighbors  and  others 

n  encountered  each  day. 

could  write  a  book  about  them," 
said  fellow  missionary  Hank  Lee,  Linda 
Lee's  husband  and  an  IMB  strategist. 
"They  explored  and  stretched  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  front  line  work  in  a  place  where 
some  say,  'It  can't  be  done." 

They  also  prayed  continuously  for  the 
Japanese.  "We  have  a  habit  of  waking  up 
early  every  morning...  we  always  pray  at 
5  JO  am..  Rose  Lee  said. 

"There  is  a  mountain  near  our  home. 


and  we  go  up  there  every  day  and  pray 
for  the  Japanese,"  Wang  Lee  added. 

As  a  result  when  God  opened  a  door 
to  serve  among  Nagoya's  homeless,  the 
Lees  eagerly  stepped  through  it  As  a 
result  they  nave  seen  many  come  to  faith 
in  Christ  and  they  have  trained  five 
leaders  among  the  nameless  to  continue 
the  work  when  the  Lees  retire  later  this 
year  and  return  to  the  United  States. 


(Jt  course,  Wang  and  Kose  also  know 
that  God  isn't  finished  with  them.  Once 
the  Lees  are  settled  in  the  US,  Rose 
hopes  to  invite  Japanese  students  she  has 
met  in  Nagoya  to  live  in  her  home  while 
they  attend  American  universities.  Wang 
hopes  to  get  to  know  Japanese  students 
studying  at  a  junior  college  near  their 
home  in  California. 

Certainly,  wherever  God  leads 
them,  the  Lees  will  seek  His  direction 
through  prayer. 


Prayer  emphasis  aims  to  recognize  'transcendent  moral  authority  ' 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (TP)  — 
There's  no  disputing  thiii  most 
Americans  "believe"  ir  God. 
Studies  by  the  Pew  For  jm  on 
Religion  &  Public  Life  consistent¬ 
ly  reveal  over  two- thirds  of 
Americans  are  "ab6ohi  «ty  cer¬ 
tain"  there  is  a  God. 

The  problem,  Richard  Land 
says;  is  Burt  people  often  live  as 
though  there  is  no  transcendent 


moral  authority.  In  considering 
the  state  of  the  culture.  Land 
observes  that  "believing"  in  God 
apparently  doesn't  equate  to  a 
person's  wholesale  adoption  of 
God's  precepts  into  his  or  her  life. 

"Instead  of  influencing  the 
culture,  it  appears  on  most  fronts 
the  culture  is  influencing  us.  Too 
often,  instead  of  being  'salt'  and 
light'  we  are  being  salted  and  Ht 
by  the  secular  culture  around 
us,"  said  Land,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  in 


Nashville,  focusing  an  a  theme 
he  often  raises  when  preaching. 

"Our  churches  are  in  need  of  a 
truly  spiritual  revival,  and  our 
nation  is  in  need  of  a  great  move¬ 
ment  of  God's  Spirit 'Land  said, 
noting  that  this  need  was  the 
impetus  behind  the  development 
of  -the  40/40  Prayer  Vigil  for 
Spiritual  Revival  and  National 
Renewal,  which  debuted  in  2006 
in  partnership  with  the  North 
American  Mission  Board. 

"To  change  lives  we  must 
first  be  changed,"  Land  said. 
"We  must  pray  for  and  expe¬ 
rience  spiritual  regeneration, 
then  recognize  ana  accept  our 
responsibilities  as  Christians 
to  be  'salt'  and  'light'  in  the 
culture,"  he  said,  referencing 
Matthew  5:13-16. 

A  great  movement  of  die  Holy 
Spirit  will  not  happen  without 
sustained  prayer  from  God's 
people.  Land  added. 


PRAYER 

VIGIL 


The  40/40  Prayer  Vigil  is 
designed  for  people  to  pray  for 
40  days,  between  Sept.  20  and  the 
morning  of  Oct.  29,  and  then 
pray  for  40  hours  between  4  pm. 
on  Oct  29  and  8  am  on  Oct  31. 
A  downloadable  prayer  guide 
and  more  information  is  avail¬ 
able  at  www.4040prayer.com. 

The  40/40  prayer  guide  is 
written  so  that  it  can  be  used  by 
an  individual,  a  small  group,  or 
the  focus  of  an  entire  church 


body.  The  vigil  focuses  on  per¬ 
sonal  and  church  revival  and 
national  renewal.  Land  said,  not¬ 
ing  participants  are  encouraged 
to  need  the  truths  of  1  Timothy  2 
and  pray  for  those  in  positions  of 
authority  in  the  government 

A  pitched  spiritual  battle 
rages  across  the  country  and 
arcxind  the  world.  Land  said. 
"Such  warfare  must  be  met  first 
of  all  with  spiritual  weapons," 
he  said.  "We  must  may  for  a 
great  outpouring  of  God's  Spirit 
on  our  homes,  our  churches  and 
ourselves  that  our  moral  founda¬ 
tion  might  be  recovered." 

Additional  tools  to  encour¬ 
age  participation  in  the  prayer 
vigil,  including  an  automatic  e- 
mail  delivery  of  each  day's 
prayer  outline,  are  expected  to 
come  online  soon.  Land  said. 
The  40/40  website  also 
includes  a  prayer  guide  trans¬ 
lated  into  Spanish. 


The  Scriptures  are  at  the  heart 
of  this  call  to  prayer;  Land  said, 
noting  that  with  each  day's 
prayer points  there  is  a  listing  of 
key  Bible  verses.  "God  draws 
dose  to  those  who  call  out  to 
Him,"  Land  said,  paraphrasing 
Psalm  145:18. 

"It  is  God's  way  or  no  way. 
And  right  now  our  nation  and 


many  ot  our  famines  are  heading 
in  every  way  but  after  God,” 
Land  said. 

"When  our  perspective  is 
right,  when  we  are  on  our 
knees,  when  we  are  obedient, 
God  will  use  us  —  His  people 
—  f Of  His  purposes  in  our  fam¬ 
ilies,  our  churches  and  our 
land,''  he  said,  adding,  "That  is 


my  prayer  for  the  40/40  Prayer 
Vigil-mat  believers  will  be 
renewed  and  those  who  don't 
know  Christ  will  find  him. 

"Our  country  will  never  be  the 
same  when  that  happens." 
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